
1 | North Northamptonshire Council – Harrington Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening Report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Harrington Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 

and 
 

Habitat Regulations Assessment 

 
Screening Report 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 2021 
 

www.northnorthants.gov.uk   

  

http://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/
http://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/


2 | North Northamptonshire Council – Harrington Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening Report 
 

Document Version Control 
 
Author: Development Team Leader 
Type of document: SEA & HRA Screening Report 
Version Number: 1.0 
Document File Name: Harrington NP SEA Screening Report 
Issue date: November 2021 
 

Change History 
 

Issue Date Comments 

0.1 23/09/21 Draft SEA & HRA Screening Report for consultation with 
Statutory consultees 

1.0 15/11/21 Final Version 

   

 
NB: Draft versions 0.1 - final published versions 1.0 
 

Consultees 
 

Internal External 

Principal Project Officer, NNC Natural England, Historic England, Environment 
Agency 

  

  

  

 
 

Distribution List 
 

Internal External 

  

  

  

  

 
 

Links to other documents 
 

Document Link 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 | North Northamptonshire Council – Harrington Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening Report 
 

Contents 
 

1.0 Introduction ............................................................................................................................ 4 

2.0 The Planning Context ............................................................................................................. 5 

3.0 Overview of the Neighbourhood Plan ....................................................................................... 5 

4.0 The Vision, Objectives and Policies of the Neighbourhood Plan .................................................. 5 

5.0 Legislative Background ........................................................................................................... 7 

6.0 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening .............................................................. 7 

7.0 Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening .................................................................. 14 

8.0 Consulting with Statutory Consultees ..................................................................................... 19 

Appendix 1 ................................................................................................................................ 20 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 | North Northamptonshire Council – Harrington Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening Report 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The 2011 Localism Act provides a local community with the opportunity to prepare a neighbourhood 

plan to enable it to have a greater say about the use and development of land and buildings in its area. 
The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area was designated on 9th September 2019 and covers the whole 
of the Harrington Parish (see figure 1). 

 
1.2 The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Version has been prepared for consultation. The 

Neighbourhood Plan covers the period up to 2031. 
 

1.3 The Neighbourhood Plan must meet certain ‘basic conditions’ before it can come into force. To comply 
with these conditions it must have regard to national planning policy; contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development; be in general conformity with strategic local planning policy for the area; and 
be compatible with EU obligations.  

 
1.4 This Screening Report is being prepared to determine if the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan requires 

a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC1.  
It will also establish whether a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is required under the European 
Directive 92/43/EEC2. 

 

 
Figure 1 - Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

 
1 Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (SEA 
Directive) - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2001/42/contents/adopted# 
2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Habitats Directive) - 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/1992/43/contents# 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2001/42/contents/adopted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/1992/43/contents
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2.0  The Planning Context 
 
2.1. As noted in paragraph 1.3, the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan must meet certain ‘basic conditions’ 

including a requirement to be in general conformity with strategic local planning policy for the area. The 
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) (adopted 2016) and the emerging Kettering Site 
Specific Part 2 Local Plan (SSP2) set out local planning policy for the Neighbourhood Plan Area for the 
period 2011 to 2031. The emerging SSP2 is in an advanced stage of preparation and in being 
progressed through the Council’s committee process for a decision to be made on adoption of the plan. 

 
2.2. The JCS forms ‘Part 1’ of the Development Plan for North Northamptonshire; it deals with strategic 

issues, such as the level of growth and its distribution, and includes a set of core policies which relate 
to protecting and enhancing assets (such as the historic environment, landscape and biodiversity) and 
ensuring high quality development. The SSP2 forms ‘Part 2’ of the Development Plan; it does not 
replicate policies in the JCS but sets out further local detail in relevant areas for the Kettering area, of 
which the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area is a part. A full Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Habitat 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) of both the JCS and SSP2 have been undertaken. 

 

3.0 Overview of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
3.1. The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area covers the whole of the Harrington Parish. The Harrington 

Parish includes the settlements of Harrington and Thorpe Underwood and is a rural parish located to 
the west of Rothwell. Harrington Parish Council is the qualifying body for the preparation of the 
Neighourhood Plan. 

 
3.2. Following designation of the Neighbourhood Plan Area a Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee was 

established by the Parish Council. The Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group included both Parish 
Councillors and other volunteers from the community. Three themed groups were set up to progress 
the plan covering the following topics; Housing and the Build Environment; The Natural and Historic 
Environment; and Community Sustainability. 

 
3.3. Section 2 of the Pre-Submission Version of the Neighbourhood Plan sets out the consultation 

undertaken so far on Neighbourhood Plan. This has included a community questionnaire in February 
2020 and consultation with residents on an Executive Summary in May/ June 2021.  

 

4.0 The Vision, Objectives and Policies of the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 
4.1. The vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is set out in Section 3 of the plan, the vision is as follows: 
 

‘The vision for Harrington and Thorpe Underwood is that by 2031 the Parish will continue to be a 
high-quality and sought-after rural location set within attractive open countryside and continues to 
be a place that people want to live and work in and to visit, with a range of services and facilities 
that meet people’s needs within a vibrant and thriving community’ 

 
4.2. To deliver the vision the plan has the following objectives: 
 

a) Supporting the Settlement Boundary for the village of Harrington as identified in the Kettering Local 
Plan Part 2, within which limited, proportionate, timely and sustainable residential development will 
be accepted; 

b) Promoting good design as described in the Kettering Local Plan Part 2; 
c) maintaining and enhancing where possible the high-quality natural environment with protected 

wildlife interests; 
d) protecting open spaces that are important to the community and/or wildlife; 
e) ensuring that the community continues to have good access to the surrounding countryside and 

green spaces; 
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f) safeguarding important community facilities that are special to the local community; and 
g) Acknowledging the character and appeal of the existing Conservation Area (Figure 2 of the 

Neighbourhood Plan) and unique assets of the parish, including footpaths, open green spaces and 
community and recreational facilities; 

 
4.3. There are 14 policies in the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan, these will contribute to the achievement 

of the vision and objectives. These policies are listed and briefly summarised below. 
 

• Policy ENV1 – Local Green Spaces – Protects two local green spaces from loss or adverse effects, 
other than is very special circumstances. 

• Policy ENV2 – Sites and Features of Natural Environment Significance – Protects identified habitats 
and/ or species according to their status and requires demonstration that the need for and benefits 
of development outweigh ecological loss.  

• Policy ENV3 – Biodiversity – Requires proposals to minimise impacts on and provide net gains for 
biodiversity. Where significant harm cannot be avoided, mitigated or compensated for planning 
permission should be refused. 

• Policy ENV4 – Sites of Historic Environmental Significance – Identifies sites of at least local 
significance for historic features. Significance of features should be balanced against the local 
benefit of any development that would affect or damage them, 

• Policy ENV5 – Ridge and Furrow – Identifies areas of ridge and furrow as non-designated local 
heritage assets. New development is not supported in these fields unless benefits would outweigh 
harm. 

• Policy ENV6 – Important Views – Identifies important views and requires development to respect 
and where possible protect them. Development which would have an adverse impact on the 
identified views is not supported. 

• Policy ENV7 – Footpaths and other walking routes – Development which results in the loss or 
adverse effect on the footpath network is not supported without appropriate mitigation. 

• Policy ENV8 – Dark Sky – Requires full lighting scheme for proposals for external lighting to 
demonstrate lighting is minimum required, directed downwards and that there will be no significant 
adverse effects. Lighting design should follow best practice. New street lights will be resisted. 

• Policy ENV9 – Flood Risk Resilience – Requires new development to demonstrate the site is safe 
from flooding and does not increase the risk of flooding for third parties, taking climate change 
projections into account. 

• Policy CF1 – The Retention of Community Facilities and Amenities – Development leading to the 
loss of a community facility is not supported unless it can be demonstrated that it is no longer 
needed, is no longer economically viable and alternative provision is made. 

• Policy E1 – Support for Existing Employment Opportunities – Proposals which result in the loss or 
unacceptable adverse effect on employment buildings/ sites are not supported unless the site is no 
longer economically viable or no longer suitable for employment and has been marketed for 
employment use for 6 months. 

• Policy E2 – Working from home – Supports alterations/ extensions to dwellings and small scale 
free-standing buildings in the curtilage for office and/or light industrial uses where: it doesn’t result in 
unacceptable traffic movements and appropriate parking provision is made; there are no significant 
adverse effects from noise, fumes, light pollution or other nuisance associated with work activity; 
and extensions/ free standing buildings are designed appropriately and do not detract from the 
quality and character of the building. 

• Policy E3 – Reuse of Agricultural and Commercial Buildings – Supports the re-use, conversion and 
adaptation of rural buildings for small businesses, recreation or tourism purposes where: the 
proposed use is appropriate in a rural location; the work respects local character; there are not 
adverse impacts on archaeological, architectural, historic or environmental features, the road 
system can accommodate traffic and adequate parking can be provided and there are no significant 
adverse effects on neighbours. 

• Policy E3 – Broadband Infrastructure – Actively supports proposals which increase access to super-
fast or ultra-fast broadband and improve the mobile telecommunication network. All new 
developments should have access to super-fact broadband. Telecommunication providers will be 
encouraged to improve mobile coverage and provide new 5G services. 
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5.0 Legislative Background 
 

Basic Conditions 
 
5.1. A Neighbourhood Plan must meet the basic conditions set out in 8(2) of Schedule 4B of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990. This includes demonstrating that the Neighbourhood Plan does not breach, 
and is otherwise compatible with EU obligations such as: 

 

• Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment, transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations (2004) (SEA Regulations)3; and 

• Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, which was 
initially transposed into UK law by The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 with 
various amendments consolidated by The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 20174. 

 

Requirement for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
 
5.2. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Local Authorities to produce Sustainability 

Appraisals (SA) for all local development documents ‘with the objective of contributing to the 
achievement of sustainable development’. Sustainability appraisals incorporate the requirements of the 
SEA regulations ensuring that the requirements of the EU Directive on SEA are met. 

 
5.3. The Planning Act 2008 amended the above requirement so that SAs were only mandatory on 

Development Plan Documents (DPDs). As a neighbourhood plan (NP) is not a DPD the amendment 
meant it was no longer a legal requirement for a NP to be subject to a SA. However, the amendment 
did not remove the requirement for NPs to be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
where they could have significant environmental effects. 

 
5.4. The process for deciding whether or not a SEA is necessary is referred to as ‘screening’.  This Report 

provides a screening assessment for the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan. It therefore seeks to fulfil the 
EU obligation by identifying if the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan requires SEA. 

 

Requirement for Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
 
5.5. The European Directive 92/43/EEC ‘on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora’ 

is often referred to as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Under the Directive an assessment referred to as an 
Appropriate Assessment must be undertaken if the plan in question (including a neighbourhood plan) 
is likely to have a significant effect on a European protected site (i.e. the Natura 2000 sites: Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs)). In addition, it is Government 
policy for sites designated under the Convention of Wetlands of International Importance (RAMSAR 
sites) to be given the same level of protection as the Natura 2000 sites. Therefore, Appropriate 
Assessment should also cover these sites. 

 
 

6.0 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening 
 

Introduction 
 
6.1. The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) require the Harrington 

Neighbourhood Plan, when submitted to North Northamptonshire Council, to be accompanied by either 

 
3 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) (SEA Regulations) - 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made 
4 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (Habitats Regulations) - 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made
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an environmental report or a statement of reasons as to why the neighbourhood plan is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects. Receipt of either the ‘report’ or ‘statement’ demonstrates to the 
Council that the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan has been subjected to the SEA process as required. 
This Screening Report sets out the reasons why, in the case of the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan, an 
environmental assessment is not required. 

 
6.2. As noted in paragraph 1.3 (above), the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity 

with the strategic policies of the Development Plan. A sustainability appraisal (SA) was undertaken with 
respect to both the JCS and the SSP2. This ensured that the Plans will contribute to improvements in 
environmental, social and economic conditions.  The findings were used to identify and mitigate against 
potential adverse effects. The SA process incorporated the SEA requirements and therefore ensured 
that any potential environmental effects were given full consideration. The SA process enabled 
mitigation measures to be introduced to ensure that no likely significant negative effects should arise 
from the implementation of the Development Plan for the area. 

 

SEA Screening 
 

6.3. SEA is a process undertaken to identify likely significant effects of a plan or policy on the environment; 
it focuses on impacts on the natural environment with some limited consideration of human population 
needs and material assets. 

 
6.4. The process for determining whether or not SEA is required is called ‘screening’. The Government has 

produced guidance on the SEA process which is set out in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM 2005). The following diagram (below) is reproduced from 
the Practical Guide and illustrates the process for screening the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan to 
ascertain whether SEA is required. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7657/practicalguidesea.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7657/practicalguidesea.pdf
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Figure 2 - Application of the SEA Directive to Plans and Programmes 

 
6.5. Table 1 below provides an assessment of the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan using the questions in 

the above diagram. 
 

Table 1 - SEA Screening Part 2 - Establishing the Need for SEA 

Stage Yes or No Reason 

1: Is the Plan subject to preparation 
and/or adoption by a national, regional 
or local authority or prepared by an 
authority for adoption through a 
legislative procedure by Parliament or 
Government? (Art. 2(a)) 

Yes The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan was 
prepared by Harrington Parish Council as 
the qualifying body under the provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
as amended by the Localism Act 2011. 
Subject to the outcome of an examination 
and referendum, it will be ‘made’ by North 
Northamptonshire Council as the local 
planning authority. Go to stage 2 
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2: Is the Plan required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative provisions? 
(Art. 2(a)) 

Yes Neighbourhood Plans are not required to 
be produced but are subject to formal 
procedures and regulations laid down by 
Government.  
If the plan is ‘made’ it will form part of the 
statutory Development Plan for North 
Northamptonshire. Therefore, it is 
considered necessary to answer the 
following questions to determine whether 
SEA is required. 
 
Go to stage 3 

3: Is the Plan prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country planning or 
and use, AND does it set a framework 
for future development consent of 
projects in Annexes I and II (see 
Appendix 2) to the EIA Directive? (Art 
3.2(a)) 

Yes The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan is 
prepared for town and country planning 
and land use purposes. Once made, it will 
form part of the statutory Development 
Plan for the determination of planning 
applications. Neighbourhood plans 
therefore set specific frameworks for 
future development consents.  
 
Go to stage 5 

4: Will the Plan, in view of its likely effect 
on sites, require an assessment for 
future development under Article 6 or 7 
of the Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2 (b)) 

N/A This stage is bypassed as the response to 
stage 3 is ‘Yes’. The requirement for HRA 
is dealt with in section 7 of this Screening 
Report 

5: Does the Plan determine the use of 
small areas at local level, OR is it a 
minor modification of a Plan subject to 
Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

Yes The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan will 
assist in the determination of planning 
applications for the use of small sites at a 
local level. However, the policies are 
criteria based and do not specifically 
allocate land for development.  
 
Go to stage 8 

6: Does the Plan set the framework for 
future development consent of projects 
(not just projects in annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Art 3.4) 

N/A This stage is bypassed as the response to 
stage 5 is ‘Yes’. The Local Plan (see 
section 2 of this report) sets the overall 
framework for future development and 
has been the subject of SEA. The 
Harrington Neighbourhood Plan will 
contribute towards this framework by 
establishing criteria-based policies 
specific to the Harrington Neighbourhood 
Plan Area. These policies will be in 
general conformity with the strategic 
policies of the Local Plan as required by 
the regulations. 

7: Is the Plan’s sole purpose to serve the 
national defence or civil emergency, OR 
is it a financial or budget plan, OR is it 
co-financed by structural funds or 
EAGGF programmes 2000 to 2006/7? 
(Art 3.8, 3.9) 

N/A The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan is 
not concerned with such issues. 
Notwithstanding this, stage 7 is bypassed 
as the response to stage 5 is ‘Yes’. 

8: Is it likely to have a significant effect 
on the environment? (Art. 3.5) 

No None identified. See Tables 2 and 3 
(below) to understand the determination 
of likely significant effects. 
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6.6. The screening process is about determining whether the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan is required to 

have a SEA in the likelihood of having a significant effect on the environment. This is in accordance 
with the advice contained in the Practical Guide, referred to in paragraph 6.4 (above), which explains 
that while land use and spatial plans should normally be subject to SEA, plans and programmes which 
determine the use of small areas at a local level or which are minor modifications to existing plans only 
require SEA if they are judged likely to have ‘significant’ environmental effects. 

 
6.7. In making such a determination the criteria specified in both the SEA Directive (Annex II), and the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (Schedule 1) for determining the 
likely significance of the environmental effects of a plan must be taken into account. The criteria are set 
out in Table 2 and 3 (below) together with a commentary on whether the Harrington Neighbourhood 
Plan would trigger the need for a full SEA. 

 
 
Table 2 – SEA Screening Part 2 – Assessment of Likelihood of Significant Environmental Effects – Characteristics of the plan 

Criteria 
Number 

Characteristics of the 
plans and programmes, 
having regard, in 
particular to: 

Is there a 
significant 
environmental 
impact? 

Justification 

1a The degree to which the 
plan or programme sets a 
framework for projects 
and other activities, either 
with regard to the location, 
nature, size and operating 
conditions or by allocating 
resources 

N The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan (HNP) 
will set out a vision for the Harrington Parish 
for the period to 2031 and will set out policies 
to deliver this vision. The HNP would, if made, 
form part of the statutory Development Plan 
and, as such, does contribute to the 
framework for future development consent of 
projects. However, the HNP sits within the 
wider framework of the National Planning 
Policy Framework, the adopted JCS and the 
emerging SSP2. It will supplement policies in 
these Plans, which have been subject to SA. 
The HNP does not propose development in 
excess of that identified in the Local Plans nor 
does it allocate sites for development. The 
projects for which the HNP helps to set a 
framework are therefore localised in nature 
and may have limited resource implications. 

1b The degree to which the plan 
or programme influences 
other plans and programmes 
including those in a hierarchy 

N The HNP forms the lower tier of the hierarchy 
of land-use plans and as such is influenced by 
the strategic policies of the adopted Local 
Plan. Accordingly, the HNP will not have a 
significant influence on other plans and 
programmes. 

1c The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the 
integration of environmental 
considerations in particular 
with a view to promoting 
sustainable development 

N The basic conditions require a neighbourhood 
plan to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. The HNP policies 
are planned to have a positive impact within 
the neighbourhood area, for example, by 
protecting open spaces and sites of 
environmental and historical significance, 
protecting community facilities and supporting 
existing employment uses. The likelihood of 
significant effects on the environment is 
therefore minimised. 

1d Environmental problems 
relevant to the plan or 
programme 

N Implementation of the HNP policies will not 
result in any significant environmental 
problems. Indeed, the HNP should have a 
positive impact through the inclusion of, for 
example, policies which seek to protect/ 
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enhance the natural environment and provide 
flood risk resilience. 

1e The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the 
implementation of 
[European] Community 
legislation on the 
environment (for example, 
plans and programmes 
linked to waste management 
or water protection) 

N The HNP does not allocate land for 
development which may have an impact on 
waste management or water protection. 
Policies relating to minerals and waste are set 
out in the Minerals and Waste Local Plan. 
Waste Management and Water protection are 
not issues dealt with by the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

 
 
Table 3 - SEA Screening Part 2 - Assessment of Likelihood of Significant Environmental Effects - Characteristics of effects 

Criteria 
Number 

Characteristics of the 
effects and of the area 
likely to be affected by 
the HNP having 
particular regard to: 

Is there a 
significant 
environmental 
impact? 

Justification 

2a The probability, duration, 
frequency and reversibility 
of the effects 

N The HNP provides criteria-based policies 
many of which seek to protect and enhance 
the natural and historic environment. Those 
policies which support development include 
criteria which seek to limit negative impacts. 
The HNP does not include any allocations, 
but small-scale development may take 
place which is informed by the HNP. There 
are likely to be some short-term effects 
associated with small scale development. 
There may be some longer-term effects 
resulting from changes in land use which 
may be positive, there may on a limited 
scale be some negative impacts on the 
environment however these are likely to be 
minimal. The HNP seeks to provide a 
framework to address such issues and 
relies on the higher tier plans and policies to 
deliver mitigation of negative impacts. 
Proposals to develop small scale sites in 
accordance with HNP policies will also be 
subject to national and local policies in 
regard to environmental protection and 
mitigation of impacts.  

2b The cumulative nature of 
the effects 

N The HNP does not allocate land for 
development. Whilst the very limited 
development anticipated over the plan 
period may have a cumulative effect, this 
would not be of a magnitude that would lead 
to effects of such significance that SEA 
would be required. 

2c The trans-boundary nature 
of the effects 

N The HNP is focused on Harrington Parish. 
It does not allocate land nor contain policies 
that are likely to generate any trans-
boundary effects. There are not expected to 
be any trans-boundary effects. 

2d The risk to human health or 
the environment (for 
example, due to accidents) 

N Given the scale and type of development 
potentially proposed within the Harrington 
Neighbourhood Plan Area (HNPA) no 
significant risks to human health have been 
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identified and none are anticipated. Indeed, 
the HNP may improve human health 
through, for example, positive policies to 
protect footpaths and walking routes. 

2e The magnitude and spatial 
extent of the effects 
(geographical area and 
size of the population likely 
to be affected) 

N The Harrington Parish covers an area of 
approximately 1,040 hectares, there are 
currently 65 households with 142 
inhabitants. Given there are no allocations 
in the HNP and that the scale of any 
development is likely to be small scale the 
potential for wide ranging environmental 
impacts is likely to be limited and minimal, 
any impacts would be focused within the 
Harrington Parish Area. 

2f The value and vulnerability 
of the area likely to be 
affected due to:  
 
i) Special natural 
characteristics or cultural 
heritage;  
 
ii) exceeded environmental 
quality standards or limit 
values; or  
 
iii) intensive landuse 

N Cultural Heritage: There is a Conservation 
Area which covers the historic part of the 
village and the church which is located to 
the northeast of the village. 
The following listed buildings are located in 
Harrington: Church of St Peter and St Paul 
(II*), Appleton Farm & Appleton Farmhouse 
(II), No’s 40-50 High Street (II), Slade 
Farmhouse (II), Henry Hall’s House (No’s 
22 & 24) (II). 
The Harrington Manor House Gardens 
Historic Park and Garden (II*) and Site of 
Manor House Scheduled Ancient 
Monument are located to the northwest of 
the village. 
Natural Environment: Harrington Pool Local 
Wildlife Site is located to the southwest of 
Harrington close to the Parish boundary. 
 
The HNP identifies natural and historic 
features and seeks to protect and enhance 
these. The scale of development likely in 
the HNPA in minimal and policies in the 
plan seek to address negative 
environmental issues which may arise as a 
result of development. Policies in the HNP 
alongside policies in higher tier plans will 
ensure that any effect is unlikely to have a 
significant impact on any natural 
characteristics or cultural heritage. 
The HNP does not exceed environmental 
quality standards or limit values. 
Future proposals will be assessed against 
policies within the Development Plan which, 
in totality, mitigate against the over-
development of land within the Plan Area. 

2g The effects on areas or 
landscapes which have a 
recognised national, 
Community or international 
protection status 

N The Northamptonshire Landscape 
Character Assessment (LCA) identifies  
landscape character types and landscape 
character areas across Northamptonshire. 
Policy 3 of the JCS requires development to 
be sensitive to its landscape setting and 
where possible enhance landscape 
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character. The Neighbourhood Plan needs 
to be in general conformity with policies in  
the JCS. 
The HNP focuses development within the 
settlement boundary and does not propose 
development that would encroach into the 
open countryside. Given the scale of 
development expected in the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area and the need  
for it to be in conformity with the JCS it is 
not considered that there would be  
a significant impact on landscape character 
resulting from implementation of  
the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

SEA Screening Conclusion 
 
6.8. The above assessment identifies that the HNP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies 

for the area, all of which have been the subject of a robust SA. The HNP does not propose more 
development than is set out within the Local Plans, nor does it allocate sites for development. Many of 
the policies in the plan seek to protect and enhance the natural and historic environments or to ensure 
that any negative impacts associated with development are mitigated. Having regard to the above 
assessment it is concluded that it is unlikely that there will be any significant environmental effects 
arising from implementation of the HNP and there is therefore no requirement for a full SEA to be 
undertaken. 

 

7.0 Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening 
 
7.1. Schedule 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) states that to 

meet the basic conditions, the making of a neighbourhood plan must not be likely to have a significant 
effect on a European site, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects. 

 
7.2. There is no formal Government guidance on HRA, although a consultation paper (‘Planning for the 

Protection of European Sites: Appropriate Assessment’) was issued in 2006. The consultation paper 
makes it clear that the HRA process should be undertaken at a level of detail that is appropriate and 
proportional. The first stage in the process is known as ‘screening’ and is essentially a risk assessment 
to decide whether the subsequent stage, known as Appropriate Assessment, is required. The essential 
question is: “Is the plan, either alone or in combination with other relevant projects and plans, likely to 
result in a significant effect upon European sites?” 

 
7.3. The objective of screening is to identify those policies that can, without any detailed appraisal, be said 

to be unlikely to result in significant adverse effects upon European sites, usually because there is no 
mechanism for an adverse interaction with such a site. Only if a significant effect is likely would the 
need for an Appropriate Assessment of the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan be triggered. 

 

European Sites 
 
7.4. European sites form an EU wide network of nature protection areas designated to assure the long-term 

survival of Europe’s most valuable and threatened species and habitats. The sites are designated under 
the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds) and the EU Habitats Directive 
(92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora). The Birds Directive 
requires the establishment of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds. The Habitats Directive similarly 
requires Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) to be designated for other species, and for habitats. 
Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites) are also part of the Natura 2000 network. This is 
because all SPAs and SACs are comprised of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and all 
Ramsar sites in England are SSSIs. Together, SPAs, SACs and Ramsar Sites make up the Natura 200 
network in England. 
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The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA 
 
7.5. The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area is located approximately 16km from the Upper Nene Valley 

Gravel Pits SPA at its nearest point. The designated area covers 1,358 ha in total and is located along 
the River Nene between Northampton and Thorpe Waterville to the east. The SPA consists of separate 
blocks of land and water fragmented by roads and other features and is located adjacent or close to 
urban areas. A map illustrating the extent of the SPA can be viewed at: 

 

• https://enc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=bb2a20956d4f4eb2a0774f739d48
1224 

 
7.6. European sites are designated for specific ‘qualifying interest features’. Box 15 (below) summarises the 

characteristics of the Upper Nene Gravel Pits SPA, including the qualifying interest features; the 
impacts that the SPA is vulnerable to; and the management aspirations (conservation objectives). 

 

 
5 Source - North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Habitat Regulations Assessment (2015) 
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1204/nnjcs_hra_260115_final.pdf 
 

https://enc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=bb2a20956d4f4eb2a0774f739d481224
https://enc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=bb2a20956d4f4eb2a0774f739d481224
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1204/nnjcs_hra_260115_final.pdf
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HRA Screening 

 
7.7. The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained 

in the Local Plan.  
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7.8. A Habitat Regulations Assessment was undertaken for the North Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy. This concluded that mechanisms to avoid adverse effects on the integrity of the Upper Nene 
Valley Gravel Pits SPA had been incorporated into the JCS and the planning application determination 
process. The JCS Inspector’s Report indicates that the HRA was satisfactory and, taking into account 
advice from relevant consultees, notably Natural England, the Inspector concluded that the JCS was 
sound and consistent with Government policy. 

 
7.9. The Habitat Regulations Assessment of the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan Publication Plan (2019) 

concluded that all residential site allocations lie beyond the 3km screening distance defined by the JCS 
HRA meaning that the SSP2 will not result in likely significant effects (LSEs) on the Upper Nene Valley 
Gravel Pits SPA / Ramsar.  In addition, all residential and employment site allocations lie further than 
4km from the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA / Ramsar, the distance that golden plover from the 
SPA / Ramsar are considered to travel from the designated site to feed on parcels of agricultural land. 
It concludes the SSP2 will not result in LSE regarding the loss of functionally linked land.  

 
7.10. LSEs are not anticipated with respect to the impact pathway water quality and resources. This is 

because the growth allocated through the SSP2 will not require an additional abstraction of water from 
the River Nene; the resource zone is predicted to remain in surplus throughout the Plan period and the 
Wastewater Treatment Works are being upgraded in line with the delivered development the Report. 
Finally, the JCS HRA already assessed the potential in-combination effects of growth in the region at 
a more strategic level finding no adverse effects, which when considered in tandem with the SSP2 HRA 
it is concluded that there will be no in-combination effects arising from the implementation of the SSP2. 

 
7.11. It should be noted that Natural England advised in their representation on the SSP2, that golden plover 

can fly up to 15-20km away from the SPA. An update to the HRA was prepared to address this 
representation, the updated HRA (May 2020) was submitted with the plan, this update used a 10km 
buffer for the assessment of functionally linked land. Following a further representation from Natural 
England addition information was provided to Natural England in relation to the sites allocated in the 
plan, with this additional information Natural England was satisfied that the SSP2 will have no likely 
significant effects on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA and Ramsar Site. The Inspector’s Report 
concluded (para 192) that: 

 
“The Habitats Regulations Assessment (May 2020) meets the necessary regulatory requirements and 
concludes that the Plan will have no likely significant effects on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits 
Special Protection Area and Ramsar site. Based on additional information provided by the Council 
(letter dated 30 June 2020) Natural England are satisfied with this conclusion.” 

 
7.12. The following table considers the likelihood of significant effects for the Harrington Neighbourhood 

Plan policies. 
 
Table 4 - HRA Screening Assessment - Likelihood of Significant Effects 

Policy Comment Likely Significant Effect? 

Policy ENV1 – Local 
Green Spaces 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect local green spaces. 

No 

Policy ENV2 – Sites 
and Features of 
Natural Environment 
Significance 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect habitats and species. 

No 

Policy ENV3 – 
Biodiversity 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to minimize impacts on and 
provide net gains for biodiversity. 

No 

Policy ENV4 – Sites of 
Historic Environmental 
Significance 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect historic features. 

No 

Policy ENV5 – Ridge 
and Furrow 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect areas of ridge and 
furrow from development. 

No 
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Policy ENV6 – 
Important Views 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect important views. 

No 

Policy ENV7 – 
Footpaths and other 
walking routes 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to ensure footpaths are not lost 
without adequate mitigation. 

No 

Policy ENV8 – Dark 
Sky 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to restrict lighting to maintain 
the areas status as part of a dark sky zone. 

No 

Policy ENV9 – Flood 
Risk Resilience 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to ensure that new 
development is safe from flooding and does 
not increase flood risk for third parties. 

No 

Policy CF1 – The 
Retention of 
Community Facilities 
and Amenities 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect community facilities. 

No 

Policy E1 – Support for 
Existing Employment 
Opportunities 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
Its purpose is to protect against the loss of 
existing employment buildings/ sites. 

No 

Policy E2 – Working 
from home 

The policy support extensions/ alterations to 
dwellings and small scale free-standing 
buildings in the curtilage for office and/ or 
light industrial uses. The policy is criteria 
based and does not outline sites for 
development. 

No 

Policy E3 – Reuse of 
Agricultural and 
Commercial Buildings 

The policy supports the re-use, conversion 
and adaptation for rural buildings for small 
businesses, recreation or tourism purposes. 
The policy is criteria based and does not 
outline sites for development. 

No 

Policy E3 – Broadband 
Infrastructure 

The policy itself will not lead to development. 
It seeks to support access to super-fast or 
ultra-fast broadband and to improve the 
mobile telecommunication network. 

No 

 
 
7.13. The Harrington Neighbourhood Plan Area is over 16km at its nearest point from the SPA, the policies 

in the plan do not allocate any sites for development, many of the policies seek to protect natural and 
historic assets. A small number of policies support development but these are criteria-based policies 
which do not outline sites for development, these relate to minor alterations to existing dwellings for the 
purposes of home working or the re-use, conversion and adaptation of rural buildings and therefore 
would not lead to the loss of functionally linked land.  

 

HRA Screening Conclusion 
 
7.14. The HRA of the JCS has resulted in policy amendments and mechanisms to avoid likely significant 

effects upon the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA arising from the implementation of its adopted 
planning policies. The HRA of the SSP2 concluded there will be no significant effects arising from the 
implementation of its policies. The HNP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
development plan and, given the assessment of the HNP policies above there are considered to be no 
in-combination effects.  The Neighbourhood Area is over 16k in distance from the SPA and policies in 
the plan do not allocate land for development. It is concluded that the HNP will not lead to any likely 
significant effects and therefore does not require an appropriate assessment. 
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8.0 Consulting with Statutory Consultees 
 
8.1. Regulation 4 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004  defines 

certain organisations with environmental responsibilities as consultation bodies. In England the 
environmental assessment consultation bodies are Historic England, Natural England and the 
Environment Agency. 
 

8.2. The responses from these consultation bodies on this Screening Report are found in Appendix 1. 
Natural England concluded that, in so far as their strategic environmental interests are concerned, there 
are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from the proposed plan. As recommended by Natural 
England, the Council’s ecological officer was also consulted and had no comments to add. 
The Environment Agency did not consider there to be potential significant environmental effects relating 
to the environmental constraints for which they are a statutory consultee. Historic England is of the view 
that, based on the information supplied, preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not 
likely to be required.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/4/made
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Appendix 1 
 
 



 

Date: 19 October 2021 
Our ref: 368793 
Your ref: Harrington Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 

 
Julia Baish 
Development Team Leader 
North Northamptonshire Council 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
 

 

Hornbeam House 

Crewe Business Park 

Electra Way 

Crewe 

Cheshire 

CW1 6GJ 

 

   T  0300 060 3900 

   

 
 
Dear Ms Baish, 
 
SEA Screening Request - Harrington Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 23 September 2021which was received by Natural 
England on the same date. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development.   
 
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our 
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes 
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant 
environmental effects from the proposed plan.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning 
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA, 
for instance where: 
 
 •a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 
 •the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the 
proposals in the plan 
 •the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been 
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.  
  
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view 
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural 
England has a statutory duty to protect.   
 
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the 
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should 
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species 
are likely to be affected. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal


 

 
Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all 
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues 
that we have not identif ied on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local 
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local 
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that 
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.  
 
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental 
assessment of the plan  beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek 
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against 
any screening decision you may make. 
 
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your 
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ben Jones 
Consultations Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


Dear Julia 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment screening report for the Harrington 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we find that there 
are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the neighbourhood plan area. In particular, we note 
that the boundary does extend into areas of flood zones 2 and 3 of the River Ise.  
 
On the basis that future development is steered away from the sensitive aspects of the environment 
highlighted, in this case within the Settlement Boundary, we do not consider there to be potential 
significant environmental effects relating to these environmental constraints.  
 
Nevertheless we recommend the inclusion of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk. In 
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 162), development in flood risk areas 
should not be permitted if there are reasonably available alternative sites, appropriate for the proposed 
development, in areas with a lower risk of flooding. The sequential test establishes if this is the case. 
Avoiding flood risk through the sequential test is the most effective way of addressing flood risk because it 
places the least reliance on measures such as flood defences, flood warnings and property level resilience. 

If I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below. 

Kind regards, 

Sharon Nolan 
Planning Advisor  
Our team mail box has changed to LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire Area 
Environment Agency 
Nene House, Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, NN15 6JQ  
33525 (internal) 
020302  53525 (external) 
sharon.nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 

mailto:LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:sharon.nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk


 

 

 

Historic England, 8th Floor, The Axis, 10 Holliday Street, Birmingham B1 1TF 

Telephone 0121 625 6888  HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.  

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Historic England 
 The Axis 

 10 Holliday Street 
 Birmingham 

 B1 1TF 
   

Direct Dial: 
Our Ref:  

 
0121 625 6888 
PL00758063 

 
Dear Ms Julia Baish, 
 
HARRINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – SEA SCREENING REQUEST 
 
Thank you for your consultation of 21ST October 2021 and the request for a Screening 
Opinion in respect of the Harrington Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
For the purposes of consultations on SEA Screening Opinions, Historic England 
confines its advice to the question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the 
environment?” in respect of our area of concern, cultural heritage.  Our comments are 
based on the information supplied with the screening request.   
 
On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], 
Historic England is of the view that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment is not likely to be required.   
 
The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account 
before the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to 
undertake a SEA, please note that Historic England has published guidance on 
Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic 
Environment that is relevant to both local and neighbourhood planning and available 
at:  
 
<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-
and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/> 
 
Should it be concluded that, overall, a SEA will be required for the Plan, Historic 
England would be pleased to discuss the scope of the assessment in relation to the 
historic environment in due course. 
 
I hope that this information is of use to you at this time.  Should you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
 



 

 

 

Historic England, 8th Floor, The Axis, 10 Holliday Street, Birmingham B1 1TF 

Telephone 0121 625 6888  HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.  

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.  
 

 
 

Yours sincerely,   
 
 
Clive Fletcher 
 
Principal Advisor for Historic Places 
clive.fletcher@historicengland.org.uk 
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