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The Parish of Harrington and Thorpe 
Underwood has commenced the 
preparation of their Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
 
An important part of this inclusive process is, 
of course, obtaining the views and aspirations 
of the community.  Key to this has been the 
development and dissemination of a 
community questionnaire.  
 
The questionnaire contains 25 questions and 
is based on important themes established 
following initial consultation work by the team 
leading the Harrington and Thorpe 
Underwood Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
The questionnaire took place during February 
of 2020. It was available to complete 
electronically and as a paper version. The level 
of response from the community was good, 
there being 55 responses. This represents a 
return from over 44% of the adult population, 
(124 aged 16 plus). 
 
Given that some households choose to 
respond collectively rather than as individuals; 
it is also pertinent to consider the number of 
responses in relation to the number of 
households in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  
The number of responses represents the 
equivalent of up to 85% of the 65 households.  
 
This demonstrates a very good level of 
commitment to the Neighbourhood Plan by 
the community and, in turn, adds strength to 
the validity of the collected views expressed.  
 
 

Population data taken from 2011 Census 

 

55 
responses 

84%  
approx. of 

households 

44%  
plus, of adult 

residents 
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Q1 Do you agree with the vision for Harrington and Thorpe Underwood? 
 

 
Almost 95% of respondents agree with the vision statement. 

 
Q2  
Comments about this include a desire by some to see careful expansion of the 
housing in the parish and the need for some community led change over the lifetime 
of the plan. Other issues include traffic, community facilities and broadband. 29 
responses appear in the appendix. 

 
Q3 What do you like about Harrington & Thorpe Underwood?  
1 (very important) to 5 (not important) 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural location 90.74% 
49 

7.41% 
4 

1.85% 
1 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

Access to 
countryside 

87.04% 
47 

9.26% 
5 

3.70% 
2 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

Village 
character 

75.93% 
41 

14.81% 
8 

9.26% 
5 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

Local amenities 35.19% 
19 

24.07% 
13 

24.07% 
13 

7.41% 
4 

9.26% 
5 

Community 
facilities 

35.19% 
19 

27.78% 
15 

20.37% 
11 

12.96% 
7 

3.70% 
2 

Social 
interactions 

35.19% 
19 

35.19% 
19 

22.22% 
12 

3.70% 
2 

3.70% 
2 

 

The most liked of the list offered are rural location, access to the countryside and 
village character. 
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Q4 If you could change one thing about Harrington & Thorpe 
Underwood, what would it be? 

 
A range of carefully considered responses include traffic calming measures, street 
lighting, a bus service, parking, a village shop and housing issues were given to this 
question. These appear in full in the appendix.  
 
 

Q5 What concerns do you have about the Parish  
1 (very important) to 5 (not important) 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 

Fly tipping 92.45% 
49 

7.55% 
4 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

Litter 75.93% 
41 

16.67% 
9 

1.85% 
1 

5.56% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

Traffic speed 70.37% 
38 

12.96% 
7 

11.11% 
6 

5.56% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

Condition of roads 68.52% 
37 

20.37% 
11 

5.56% 
3 

5.56% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

Loss of village 
character 

60.78% 
31 

21.57% 
11 

9.80% 
5 

3.92% 
2 

3.92% 
2 

Increased traffic 55.56% 
30 

16.67% 
9 

18.52% 
10 

7.41% 
4 

1.85% 
1 

7.5 tonne weight 
restriction on local 
roads 

52.83% 
28 

13.21% 
7 

16.98% 
9 

11.32% 
6 

5.66% 
3 

Potential of new 
wind farms 

35.19% 
19 

16.67% 
9 

20.37% 
11 

3.70% 
2 

24.07% 
13 

Air pollution 36.54% 
19 

25.00% 
13 

11.54% 
6 

11.54% 
6 

15.38% 
8 

Parking issues 31.37% 
16 

21.57% 
11 

25.49% 
13 

13.73% 
7 

7.84% 
4 

Noise pollution 30.77% 
16 

23.08% 
12 

19.23% 
10 

17.31% 
9 

9.62% 
5 

 

Each of the options offered drew a majority response of important or very 
important. Fly tipping and litter are related issues and of greatest importance to 
respondents. Traffic speed and the condition of roads along with increased traffic 
are also of importance, as is the loss of village character. 
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Q6 Do you agree with the policy of restricted infill and that limited 
development in Harrington & Thorpe Underwood and any development 
(houses, extensions, walls, road and pathways) should preserve the 
existing pattern of the village and be constructed to match the existing 
materials and appearance? 
 

   
78% of those responding agree with the statement and therefore appear to support 
the wish that any development should retain the character of the village, as is also 
indicated in responses to Q5. However, 20% of respondents indicated that they 
perhaps wish to have a less prescriptive development process. 
 
 

Q7 Given the demand for rural housing, should Harrington undertake 
planned growth? 
 

 
There is a near equal divide between respondents supporting planned growth in the 
parish (48%) and those opposed to it (52%). This is therefore an item for discussion as 
the community develops its neighbourhood plan – to explore what the issues are that 
are encouraging some to resist growth and whether there are any specific assurances 
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that could encourage them to decide whether certain types of development could be 
beneficial. Conversely, it may be that those who are in support of growth should 
evaluate its implications for the existing community atmosphere, traffic and 
employment opportunities. 

 
Q8 Should housing development within the existing village boundary be 
encouraged? 

  
Comments received indicate that there is some support for development outside of 
the existing village boundary in preference to infill. 

 
Q9 If yes, which type of housing is needed in the village? 
(Please tick all that apply) 
 

 
There is greatest support for affordable property for sale (84%) and small 2/3 bed 
homes (80%). This implies a desire to enable people who are younger and those on 
lower incomes to stay independently or to move into the parish. Some support for 
more bungalows (48%) implies a desire for more manageable homes to enable 
people who have become older to remain in the parish. There was least support for 
large family homes with 4+ beds. 
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Q10 Do you think that the subdivision of existing gardens for the 
building of new houses should be encouraged or discouraged? 

 
 

68% of respondents are opposed to the subdivision of existing gardens for the 
building of new houses with only 15% are in favour. 

 
 

Q11 Are there any buildings in the parish that are important to protect 
and why? 

 
There are 39 responses to this question, all of which appear in the appendix.  Several 
respondents feel that it important to protect each of the historic buildings in the 
parish. The church, pub and village hall are the most frequently mentioned buildings. 
There are also comments about thatched buildings and those constructed in stone as 
well as individual homes that are considered by some to be particularly important.  
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Q12 Should housing development outside village boundary be 
encouraged? 

 

 
Again, there is some support for housing development outside the existing village 
boundary (37%), although the majority (60%) do not support this. 

 
 

Q13 Should statutory utilities be encouraged to lay all overhead cables, 
electric, telephone etc. underground? 

 

 
 
 

An overwhelming majority of respondents (80%) support the future siting of 
overhead utility cables underground. 
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Q14 Would you welcome more businesses in the parish 
 

 

 
 

The majority of those responding (74%) would welcome more business in the parish. 
It could perhaps be useful to explore more fully the reservations of those who would 
not welcome more business into the parish, as they may be reassured if the nature 
of such businesses were to be clarified. Comments about this issue appear in the 
appendix. 
 
 

Q15 How important are other village amenities to you?  
1 (very important) to 5 (not important) 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 

The Falls 68.52% 
37 

18.52% 
10 

7.41% 
4 

1.85% 
1 

3.70% 
2 

Pub 59.26% 
32 

20.37% 
11 

16.67% 
9 

3.70% 
2 

0.00% 
0 

Village hall 57.41% 
31 

20.37% 
11 

16.67% 
9 

0.00% 
0 

5.56% 
3 

Aviation museum 51.85% 
28 

16.67% 
9 

25.93% 
14 

5.56% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

Church 47.17% 
25 

16.98% 
9 

24.53% 
13 

5.66% 
3 

5.66% 
3 

Employment site 28.00% 
14 

14.00% 
7 

26.00% 
13 

10.00% 
5 

22.00% 
11 

Public transport 
issues 

24.53% 
13 

16.98% 
9 

32.08% 
17 

3.77% 
2 

22.64% 
12 

 
The Falls especially, the pub, the village hall and the aviation museum are all 
considered very important by respondents. An employment site and public transport 
are of much less importance to the majority of respondents. 
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Q16 With these facilities and the business attractions in the parish, 
should we encourage tourism? 

 
 

An overwhelming majority of those responding (80%) feel that tourism should be 
encouraged in the parish. 

 
 

Q17 What do you think are the three key issues that our Neighbourhood 
Plan should address? 
 
The most prominent issue respondents feel the neighbourhood plan should address 
is housing and the nature of any future development. The environment and 
countryside are also important to respondents, as are traffic issues and heritage. 
 
A full list of each response appears in the appendix. 

 
 

Q18 Are there any important open spaces in the village that you would 
like to see protected and what makes these special? 
 
The Falls is mentioned by over half of the respondents to this question. Bridleways 
and footpaths are mentioned multiple times. The triangle of land and the old tree at 
the top of the village is singled out several times also – two respondents explained 
that their father helped to plant it as a boy, around a century ago. 
 
A complete list of all the open spaces important to respondents appears in the 
appendix. 
 

 
 
 



 11 

Questions for businesses 
 
Q19 Why are you based in Harrington & Thorpe Underwood? 
(Please tick all that apply) 

 

 
75% of responses to this question highlight living locally as the reason their business 
is based in the parish. The rural location is a reason for 65% of respondents. 
Narrative comments appear in the appendix. 
 
 

Q20 Are you expecting to expand your business in the next 5 years 
 

 
 
 
Q21 Are there any improvements to the infrastructure that would help 
your business? (drainage; access etc.) 
 
Drainage is a subject that several respondents mention. Broadband and phone 
signals are also important to some respondents. Road repairs and parking are also 
highlighted issues. A full list of responses appears in the appendix. 
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Demographics 
 
Q22 What is your gender? 

 

  
 
 
Q23 What is your age group? 

 

 
 
It should be noted that no questionnaire respondent was in the 16 to 18 category.  It 
may therefore be desirable to explore other ways to engage with this demographic 
group of parishioners. 
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Q24 How long have you lived in the parish? 
 

 

 
 
A large majority of respondents have lived in the parish for over 20 years -
demonstrating the desirability of the parish and perhaps partially explaining why 
many respondents made clear that they do not wish to see a great amount of 
change within the parish. 
 

 
 
 
 
In summary, a strong response to the Neighbourhood Plan Community 
Questionnaire has demonstrated a set of clear concerns and preferences 
amongst the respondents.  This offers a good steer to those actively 
involved in the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, the wider 
community and the Parish Council.  
 
These results will be taken into account as an important part of the 
evidence gathered to develop the Plan policies. 
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Appendix 

 
Q2 Comments about the vision statement include: 
 

• I have grave concerns about the air pollution concerning the sewage and 
manure heaps being stored and sprayed so close to the village and 
community and also the burning of horse manure and the smoke which more 
or less causes a constant problem. 

• I also have serious concerns regarding pollution from both the chicken and 
sewerage manure that is being stored and distributed at such a close 
proximity to the village and then sprayed onto the land also the smoke that is 
being blown across the fields from a more or less permanent horse manure 
pile that is regularly set on fire to reduce. 

• Ridiculous not to go ahead, as everywhere else is building houses! Harrington 
is a lovely place to live and adding a few houses would make 0 difference!! 
Obviously you wouldn’t want a large housing estate, but by having a few 
houses to extend the village (for example down to the church) it would make 
the church part of the village. it would also be good for the community and 
would allow for businesses and residential growth 

• The village boundary needs to be extended to all property's and buildings in 
the village which would allow for business and residential growth x3 

• Change to ensure any village survival is essential as with business. A selective 
number of houses for people who wish to work or live in Harrington would 
enhance the village, building to maintain the existing rural charm 

• Harrington is a one street village with a single line of houses on either side of 
the road with the majority of those looking out on to the rural countryside. I 
think the village needs to grow to provide houses for those who wish to work 
and live in Harrington. To build houses within the boundary of Harrington 
would take away from the character of the village. There are several areas on 
the edge of the village that would not take away from the character of 
Harrington. I do not wish to have an estate as those being built in several 
areas near by but a selection of affordable houses, bungalows and smaller 
2/3/4 bed homes for those who wish to work and live in Harrington. 
Harrington is a nice place to live and work. Businesses need to be allowed to 
grow and new ones welcomed into the village Although parking is not an 
issue with me as several homes have to park on the road, but in some cases if 
the stone walls could be broken to allow off street parking it would help. The 
village hall might benefit from being sold and a new village hall be built with 
off road parking. The church stands in isolation and it be would a benefit to 
the village if it had some properties down the church walk as years ago. I 
should like to see the Village Boundary changed to include all the houses that 
have not been included as shown 

• In view of the climate emergency it would be good to reconsider the 
objection to the building of wind turbines locally. Also Kettering Borough 
council's refusal to allow the replacement of rotten wooden windows with 
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double glazed wooden windows in our grade 2 listed house! 

• Enabling the local population to contribute actively to the future of 
Harrington and Thorpe Underwood 

• I agree with the above stated aims but there needs to be some expansion of 
the village. There are spaces outside the conservation area where affordable 
housing could be built, but I know that there would be opposition to this 
from older and well established residents of the village. 

• Traffic is a serious concern. There is no respect or consideration currently 
given to children or other pedestrians walking or riding along narrow village 
roads within Thorpe Underwood. The road is used at high speed by passers 
through. this needs to be addressed. 

• As we are now beginning to experience the effects of climate change (and it 
will only get worse) perhaps it s time to reconsider the opposition to wind 
farms. Also Kettering Borough Council should not be allowed to refuse the 
replacement of rotten old windows with wooden double glazed ones just 
because a building is listed. 

• The vision must be sympathetic and not significantly change the rural 
character, environment and culture of the village 

• All must be sympathetic and enhance the rural charm that has been so 
painstakingly preserved and nurtured over many decades 

• The village is a mixture of old and new properties already. It needs small 
development and boundary needs to be moved as currently it does not 
include all the properties within the village 

• But also that there should be development of a few houses within and on the 
edge of the village boundary as currently the boundary doesn't include all 
village properties 

• I have no objection from any growth by building houses or industry. Its about 
time we saw the future and not the past 

• The dark sky should be included in the preservation of the natural 
environment. The conservation area should be extended to enclose the 
whole village. The village settlement boundary should be enlarged to include 
all buildings at moment without the agreed area, The area between the 
church and village should be included, to either take houses or a village hall. 
Protection of the air, policy made to prevent deposition of manure and slurry 
within agreed number of meters from nearest house in village settlement. 

• A lovely area to live, with great scope for environmental improvement... 

• Any increase in traffic would be unacceptable particularly with the 7.5ton 
weight restriction that is in force and the narrow roads from Harrington to 
Rothwell where the infrastructure is Doctors, Shops Schools, Opticians, 
Garages, Fuel etc. these roads are hardly wide enough for 2 cars to pass each 
other and you can see the damage being caused to the verges of the roads by 
HGVs that already service the village x2 

• I do not wish to see any significant change for Harrington. I would support 
minimal development if it was discreet and fitted in with the appearance of 
the village. However, I feel it is imperative that we protect our unique village 
on the basis that it is small and individual and feel that any significant change, 
just to support the national housing concerns would be detrimental to the 
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character of Harrington. I feel we have a responsibility to preserve and 
protect any future development for posterity as those have done in our past 
history. We are so lucky to live in this beautiful village, why make change 
when we do not have to? 

• Given the limited scope for infill development without a detrimental affect 
on the village character, it is probably unrealistic to attempt to dictate the 
type of development required. This is unfortunate, as there is clearly an 
imbalance in the housing stock at present. 

• Spot on 

• Some growth is needed 

• I'm concerned about the map on the back page, should the red line not 
include some of the fields behind the houses eg: the Falls Field 

• It's OK but two other village amenities should be mentioned, the pub and the 
church. The former may be a commercial enterprise but adds hugely to the 
vibrancy of the village, while the latter may be used by a small minority on 
regular basis it is used by many more for weddings/funerals etc and a closed 
church would deprive the village of that and (as many surveys have shown) 
would make the village less popular to potential buyers and on a more 
practical basis reduce the value of the village's houses by 10% or more. Also 
we should mention fast broadband speeds for everyone (and not just those 
on Gigaclear). Without it businesses will not open or prosper and houses will 
prove less saleable - in today's environment, it is becoming an essential like 
electricity and water. 

• It is important to keep the integrity of the village. 

 
 
Q4 If you could change one thing about Harrington & Thorpe 
Underwood, what would it be? 
 

• Install limited street lighting along Harrington High St: 6 lamp posts between 
the two road junctions at east and west ends, with low output lamps - warm 
white suitable for a residential area 

• Reduce through traffic - this unnecessary and often dangerous 

• The road into Harrington from Rothwell should be monitored for speeding 
traffic - it's a racetrack 

• Speed restrictions on Church Lane and Thorpe Underwood 

• Traffic calming x2 

• Prevent/decrease speeding traffic through the villages 

• Street lighting x3 

• Speed humps to slow the traffic 

• Access - maintenance and drainage of footpaths and Newbottle Bridge if 
practicable. 

• Parking issues namely a driveway which has been rejected by the council 
even though the local residents, highways agency and parish council were all 
in favour 

• Off road parking for our cars x2 
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• Some means of slowing the speed of traffic through the village. 

• Non-residents using the roads like a motorway and dumping rubbish 
everywhere 

• It would be nice to have a bus service 

• A bus service 

• If the village is too small to have any sense of community. If there were more 
residents then more social functions could be arranged increasing community 
spirit 

• The village has no local amenities and is too small to have any sense of 
community or social interactions 

• New development to balance housing stock 

• More small to mid sized housing 

• More houses! One of the best places to live in the world and other people 
should be able to experience it! 

• More open thinking from those involved in the planning process for 
extensions, new builds etc., where the first reaction often tends to be no. 

• Remove street parking by providing car park thus to enable speed restricting 
measures to be erected in High Street 

• I'd like to see progressive environmental policies, which help to regenerate 
the fantastic countryside in the area 

• I would change nothing. It is Beautiful and historic village that has not been 
ruined by housing development and should be protected against 
development at all cost x2 

• I would change nothing. It is Beautiful and historic village that has not been 
ruined by housing development and should be protected against 
development at all cost 

• Nothing x3 

• Nothing it has the village feel I like 

• Condition of roads and footpaths. 

• I would like it to maybe have a little village shop 

• I would like to see the council mow more regularly through the peak growing 
times 

• I would like our paths to be resurfaced and verges and green areas kept tidy. 
Off-road parking facility would be good 
 
 

Q11 Are there any buildings in the parish that are important to protect 
and why? 
 

• The church - all stone built properties as they represent the age, history and 
heritage of the village. 

• The church, village hall, pub - all meeting places 

• Church, Village Hall and pub 

• The church, village hall, Pub 

• The Church & Village Hall 

• They're already protected x3 
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• Pub, Church 

• Row of Cottages/Pub/Church 

• All of them. They're all people's homes. 

• Church, old original conserved buildings of farms and houses, village hall - 
give a sense of history and continuity, offer solid accommodation, minimise 
disturbance to wildlife, telephone box, pump 

• The church due to its historical status and for prayer. The community hall as a 
meeting place. The pub mainly for the same reason as above 

• Church, Pub, Village Hall 

• All the older properties in the High Street should be protected to maintain 
the character of the village. 

• Church pub manor house and falls fields 

• All of them. They are people's homes. Even the ugly ones (the homes that is, 
not the people). 

• Church, Village Hall, Pub are social focuses and part of the heritage. Stone 
cottages and Old Rectory are quintessential rural buildings of merit 

• Church, Stone Cottages, Pub, Village Hall Old Rectory 

• None x3 

• Church. Saxon Tollemache Arms? 16/17C Thatched roof Thorpe Underwood 
House 19C, good example of Bath villa, beautiful chimneys. Five houses on 
the corner, in the middle of the High Street, revealing how the old village 
used to look. Slade Farm, Henry Hall's House, Harrington House, Istabruq? 
House and June Bland's home. Examples of old village. 

• The Tollmache Arms. 

• The village hall. Important to retain a social meeting point other than the pub 
or church. 

• The church, village hall and all existing listed buildings as they are the 
character of the village 

• All of the historic Stone, brick, thatched, slated, buildings Inc the Church and 
Pub should be protected (Listed or not) at all costs as they are the history of 
Harrington and Thorpe Underwood x2 

• All of the historic Stone, brick, thatched, slated, buildings Inc the Church and 
Pub should be protected (Listed or not) at all costs as they are the history of 
Harrington and Thorpe Underwood. 

• Church, Village Hall, Pub, Rectory and all old stone properties because of 
their character and Historical significance. 

• All the old properties. To protect their history and character 

• Nothing is sacrosanct in my view, albeit with the very large caveat that I 
essentially agree with the overall objective of retaining the village character. 

• Church (worship), village hall (community), pub (social), farms (agriculture) 
and old stone houses (character. Church Farm Lodge (tourism) 

• Harrington is a pretty village but there are few residential houses that are 
outstanding (important) so any/all planning proposals (as long as they are 
sympathetic to the existing structure) should be encouraged 

• All the listed buildings 

• Church, all Parishes should have a Church. The Village Hall plays a very 
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important social part of the village. The very old stone cottages. Rectory. Pub. 
The farms, (all Historic). 

• Village Hall, Pub and Church as they all enhance the village for everyone. 

• All in the conservation area 

• Church, village hall, local Pub. All houses built with natural stone. 

• The Pub and the village hall as they are vital village amenities. The Rectory 
and other protected houses, as their loss would impact on the overall image 
of the village. 

 

Q14 Would you welcome more businesses in the parish 
 

• Small service business such as consultants, IT specialists 

• Small independent 

• Small artisan businesses. 

• There are already 4/5 business in Harrington, and all help each other, which 
is good the economy! This is good for Northamptonshire as a county and 
helps put it on the map. 

• We need to allow existing business to grow and new ones to start to help 
keep the village sustainable, which also keeps the pub going. The existing 
businesses in the village all compliment each other which brings employment 
and helps the village grow x2 

• Individual craft, farming related, market garden 

• Any business that promotes tourism on a small scale allowing more people to 
enjoy Harrington village for its natural beauty 

• Any light industry provided that it did not result in traffic congestion. 

• Shops 

• As long as these are small businesses run from home 

• Small businesses both artisan and high tech 

• Artisan and High Tech small businesses 

• Small businesses beneficial to the community and prosperity of the village 
but in keeping with the village's rural location 

• Non industrial 

• Anything other than large industrial 

• Businesses that can operate without intrusion into village everyday life. 

• Perhaps a small part time corner shop could be formed utilising the village 
hall.... maybe this could contribute to the upkeep and provide a useful and 
social amenity 

• Preferably businesses where there is no increased volume of traffic 

• Working from home, small business. Harrington parish council has already 
supported the creation of quite a number of sizable businesses over recent 
years and does not really have the infrastructure to support more sizable 
businesses x2 

• Only if business were small in nature and could be run from home without 
causing significant increase in traffic. 

• Obviously nothing that necessitated heavy traffic, as this would over-strain 
the infrastructure. But otherwise, no constraints really. 
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• But not much. A village shop maybe, Craft businesses run from home? 
Nothing that would mean large buildings. 

• Any local / start up businesses should be encouraged, especially where it 
would mean we could buy from them locally to reduce driving into 
surrounding towns 

• Rural businesses 

• Home Businesses, maybe Craft or Food or eco based, or IT. Businesses that 
don't involve large Buildings. 

• Easier to say what we shouldn't have. This includes (1) anything that requires 
regular/frequent late night traffic or lorries going regularly through the 
village (2) anything that is seriously noisy (although occasional noise is OK) (3) 
anything with potential to cause serious pollution (4) car/van/lorry sales, 
servicing or storage (4) anything that requires units etc. that are not in 
keeping with the village housing stock 

• Rural, artisanal, in keeping with the village 

• Local artisans. 

• Diversification is the lifeblood of a rural community, brings employment and 
allows people to stay and work where they reside. Businesses and 
communications are changing at such a pace that is is hard to itemise those 
businesses that could operate successfully in a rural community. 
 
 

Q17 What do you think are the three key issues that our Neighbourhood 
Plan should address? 

 
1st 

 

• Housing x8 

• Housing development 

• Where we should limit additional development/house building to (while 
encouraging it) 

• Control development effectively 

• Development, to protect the character of the village 

• Controlling inappropriate development and enforcing the village boundary 

• Small sympathetic development,  

• Scope of any sympathetic in-fill development 

• Only to allow restricted infill, extensions, and Barn conversions, to be allowed 
x2 

• Traffic, speeding 

• Restricting further development 

• Balance of housing stock 

• Move village boundary to include all village houses to the east along Rothwell 
Road 

• Move village boundary to all village house to the east 

• Environment x7 
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• Protecting the environment x2 

• Environment, Protecting areas of importance, heritage assets 

• Environment particularly air pollution 

• Countryside x2 

• Conservation and the natural status of the countryside 

• Traffic x3 

• Quality of the roads 

• Traffic management 

• Heritage assets x3 

• Protecting areas of importance, heritage assets 

• Promoting village pride - issues re: upkeep of properties, public spaces; grass 
verges should be respected by motorists 

• Business able to develop to survive 

• Protecting our inheritance 

• Common sense 

• Community facilities, build new Village Hall either end of village to allow for 
car parking and get cars off street. Convert Village Hall into bungalow. 

• Fly tipping 

• Retaining the character of the villages x2 
 

2nd 
 
• Safeguard the conservation area x2 

• Protecting the village from further development x2 

• The Environment x6 

• Community and social x3 

• Tree planting 

• Heritage assets, protect our history x4 

• Development x2 

• Community facilities 

• Environment: protecting areas beneficial to wildlife and maintaining good air 
quality. 

• Transport x2 

• Transport issues including parking, road and pathway maintenance policy 

• Vehicle management Roads, parking 

• Housing development 

• Houses for people who wish to work in the village 

• Enabling value of the countryside and wildlife, footpaths 

• Housing 

• Target village population/households 

• Housing development 

• Growth 

• Increase in housing / changing the dynamic of the village 

• No extensions to the village boundary to allow for any development, house 
building x2 
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• No new infill 

• Build retirement properties so existing residents can downsize and remain in 
village, freeing up the larger properties for families 

• Preserving the falls 

• Maintenance of our roads and footpath and Traffic Management measures 

• Traffic management issues 

• Transport, traffic management, speeding, parking 

• Traffic speed through the village 

• Community facilities 

• Development to bring Church into village community as it was years ago. 

• Retaining the amenities 

• General up keep of public space 

 
3rd 

 
• Transport x6 

• Manage transport 

• Traffic management issues 

• Traffic speed 

• Speed through village 

• Improve road access especially Church Lane 

• The correct usage of roads in the area. 

• No increase in traffic because of the narrow roads. No infrastructure x2 

• Maintenance on roads, footpaths, verges, hedges 

• Development x3 

• Development, including housing 

• Restricting inappropriate growth ie: housing 

• Ensuring any infill development matches the village character 

• Ensuring no inappropriate Development, or Housing  

• Broadband supply 

• Providing varied accommodation 

• Fly tipping 

• Fly tipping and litter 

• Preventing fly tipping and tidying blots on the landscape 

• Environment x2 

• Hedgerow maintenance 

• Support community facilities. 

• Business 

• Light Industry  

• Controlling housing and roads 

• Heritage assets x2 

• Heritage 

• Heritage buildings and open space environment 

• Heritage site/buildings The Falls and The Church 

• Protecting areas of importance to include Harrington's outstanding beauty 
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• Support community facilities x2 

• Local farmers 

• Encourage younger people into area to breath life into community 
 

Q18 Are there any important open spaces in the village that you would 
like to see protected and what makes these special? 
 

• The Falls x14 

• The grass bank between the pub and the village hall on south side of High St. 
It provides flowers at various times of the year; it is like a village green - an 
area for people to walk or sit and enjoy the view. It makes the village open 
and welcoming. 

• All green open spaces to preserve the character of the village. 

• Aviation Museum 

• Agricultural land 

• The bank and corner outside the Rectory and the green bank that continues 
in front of the cottages. The triangle at the junction with Kelmarsh Rd and the 
fields beyond. All give a rural open feel to the village. 

• All open spaces are important for protecting and preserving the beauty and 
history of this unique village 

• I think all open spaces should be protected. Harrington is a beautiful unique 
village that should be protected from change. I do not think we, as a 
community should make change for changes sake. 

• The falls, absolutely beautiful 

• They are already protected x3 

• All footpaths and bridleways should be maintained to enable people to enjoy 
the countryside. 

• Church, footpath from Thorpe Underwood, across to Arthingworth, open 
land outside pub with view across fields 

• Bridleways and footpaths 

• Bridleways/footpaths and open spaces x2 

• Footpaths and bridleways. The church and surrounding area. Public house 
grounds - not to be developed 

• Yes all the open spaces 

• All footpaths and bridleways to be maintained so that people can enjoy 
walking and riding in the countryside  

• Village Hall play area, Village Green, Bridle and pathways 

• Village Green, Bridleways and footpaths. Play space at Village Hall 

• The path to the church 

• Field only for historical reasons 

• Only the Falls field for historical reasons 

• We have no important special open spaces such as The Falls. They are already 
heritage protected. 

• The falls should be protected, a lovely open space with a beautiful footpath. 

• Especially the spaces to the north and west. The uninterrupted views are 
what makes Harrington special 
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• Wide grass verges and their wildlife heritage 

• The paddock and gardens to the old rectory. The Falls English heritage. The 
strip of land from the village to the church. All are nice open areas and should 
be protected x2 

• Falls field and surrounding fields to keep historical character of the village 

• I feel all our open spaces should be protected for reasons of outstanding 
beauty in this rural area. 

• The Falls is already protected in any case 

• The triangle of grass and large tree at top end of village (my dad, as a lad, 
helped plant it. The green opposite the pub (view for traffic on bad bend). 
Church Lane pathway (protection for pedestrians) on a narrow lane. The 
green bank (with water pump) and bench and almond tree planted in 
memory of Jean Holt The Falls field, and neighbouring fields for the History 
and fantastic valley view. The grass verges and banks around the village, for 
snowdrops. 

• The Falls & surrounding fields should be protected as they are part of the 
charm of the village and surrounding area 

• The Falls and adjacent fields. Area around the Church. These end to the 
village character. 

• The falls make the village feel open to the countryside 

• The triangle of grass and 100yr old tree (my dad planted it). The green 
opposite pub, The Falls Field and all fields to the North to protect the valley 
view. The Rectory paddock (snowdrops). The Church Lane Walk, safe access 
to the churchyard. 

• The Falls and the land adjoining the road above the Falls 

• Surrounding fields allowing direct access to open countryside - essential to 
health and well-being (physical and mental) 

• The Falls and farm land 

• The Falls as it is an area of significant interest. The open area opposite the 
Tolly. 

 

Q19 Why are you based in Harrington & Thorpe Underwood? 
 

• Farming 

• As farmers we had to diversify to stay in business and it is important to be 
able to expand our businesses to survive as much as we enjoy our farming 

• Where my business is located 

• It is where my business is based 

• Mediation practice with UK wide appeal that can be run from private building 
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Q21 Are there any improvements to the infrastructure that would help 
your business? (drainage; access etc.) 
 

• Prevention of flooding at Newbottle Bridge 

• Drainage is a huge problem in Thorpe Underwood. Sinkholes and dykes have 
not been maintained by the local authority for years. This is responsible for 
difficult driving conditions and flooding. 

• Electricity and drainage 

• Drainage of river 

• We’re always improving infrastructure and making improvements and this is 
why we have such a nice village x4 

• Improved mobile phone signal. 

• A better mobile phone signal. 

• Good broadband speeds 

• Improved internet access 

• Repair of damaged back roads 

• Carry out promised road repairs, which were damaged when bypass bridge 
was out of action and people from Desborough and Rothwell used back roads 
as an alternative route. 

• Parking x2 
 

 


